
STELLA—Winter’s Cruel Joke 

Just when we thought Punxsutawney Phil was wrong and Spring was on it’s 
way, Mother Nature gave us Stella. Stella was predicted to dump over a foot 
of snow on the region but a changing weather pattern brought more sleet 
than snow keeping the totals closer to 6”.  Nevertheless, the storm brought 
out the best in our maintenance department.  Braving the plunging tempera-
tures and pounding sleet, Kevin McCafferty and Rick Care were at their  duties 
by 4:30 a.m. on Tuesday morning.  Joining them were Justin Watts (Flag) and 
Ed Shaffer (Bard) as the crew worked against the elements and succeeded      
in keeping the walkways, driveways and parking lots clear and accessible in 
the event emergency vehicles needed access.  As Freedom Resident Sandy Fry, 
noted, “they did not give it up until they saw the black top.  They worked 

through the driving sleet for our safety.”  

Often times we don’t see the work that goes on behind the scenes 
for our safety and comfort.  But it is well noted, that the mainte-
nance staff is committed to the residents of all Petra properties and 
consistently go above and beyond what is required to keep us all 
safe and comfortable.  THANK YOU maintenance staff!!!! 

5th Annual Spaghetti Dinner 

On Friday, February 10, the 5th Annual Spaghetti Dinner took place at Freedom House.  
The date of this year’s event was moved from October to February and the result was 
overwhelming.  Previous dinners had fared similar with an average of 132 meals 
served and $735 in average net proceeds.  During this year’s event 200 meals were 
served with an increase of approximately $500 in net proceeds.  A special thanks to 
residents, Rebeca Romain and JudyLynn Mauger 
who earned a free meal by selling at least 5 General 
Admission tickets. 

The success of the Spaghetti dinner is only possible 
because of the tireless efforts of Bard’s Ann Coll.  
Ann makes the delicious home made sauce herself 
and manages all the food purchases and set up.  
She carts all the equipment to and from Freedom 
House and doesn’t leave the kitchen until the last meal is served.  Thanks 
Ann for your unwavering commitment to Petra Community Housing! 
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Guests enjoying a great meal. Judy Mauger having a great 

time with her guests. 



KambicĴs Korner 
Steven Kambic, Executive Director 

Recently there was an incident at Bard where an extremely intoxicated individual made their way 

into the lobby and decided to take a nap on the sofa.  Surveillance videos showed that stranger was 

able to enter the front door as a resident was going out.  The gentleman was escorted out by the   

police and no lasting harm was done.  However, we all must take extra precautions and be diligent 

to make sure we do not allow strangers to enter the buildings.  In the event that they push their 

way through and residents are unable to stop them, the proper procedure is to first ‘call 911’ and 

then contact Petra staff.  If after business hours call the answering service by dialing 610-948-1797. 
 

Another recent incident occurred at Flag House and resulted in the towing of a car which was 

parked illegally.  The towed car was not parked in a designated parking space and blocked an emer-

gency zone’ which would have resulted in the inability of emergency personnel to get to the Flag 

House.  Please remember to tell your visitors that they are not allowed to park in the parking lot 

unless they have a handicap sticker.  All visitors, aids and family can park on Yost Avenue. 
 

I would also like to remind residents that Petra staff 

DOES NOT do wellness checks.  We respect the privacy 

of our residents to live independently and therefore will 

not be checking on residents at the request of neighbors, 

families or aides.  We strongly recommend that you give 

a trusted neighbor a key to your apartment and               

permission to check on you when concerns arise.  Addi-

tional keys can be purchased from the office for $6.00 

each. 
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Cash for Causes Top Supporters 

Bard’s own Sr. Marie Rose Gibson, known by all as 
Peachy, with help from her friend, Ginny Nettles, have 
reached their goal of earning $1,000 for Petra Commu-
nity Housing.  By simply buying all their groceries at 
Giant Food Stores and using Cash for Causes Cards they 
were able to earn money for the Petra bus.  The pro-
gram is   Giant’s way of giving back to non profits in the        
community.  It doesn’t cost the participants anything as 
the cards are bought and used for face value as you 
would any type of gift card.  The duo have been at this 
since the beginning and have purchased a total of 
$23,735 to date.   

Congratulations Peachy and Ginny for your faithful and 
diligent support of Petra Community Housing! 
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Gerry Wheaton Celebrate    

St. Patrick's Day! 

Peachy and Ginny Nettles proudly announce their            

accomplishment of raising $1,000 for the                        

Petra-on-the-Go resident transportation program. 



BevĴs Bulletin  
By: Beverly Sarduy, Resident Service Coordinator 

 
YOU ARE INVITED to come out of your apartmentļ. 

 

On the fourth Wednesday of every month a small group of residents and I get togeth-
er in the Cornerstone Activity Center. We share some drinks and snacks but most of 
all we talk about what I like to call “Senior Survival Skills”.  I am sure you have seen my posters for 
the “3%.)/2 3526)6!, 7/2+3(/03ȱȢ  Anything you can think of that might help make life a little 
easier, that’s what we share.  Last month we shared some tricks to reduce your cable bill and what 
type of antennas still work for free TV reception.  We also had a representative from Phoenixville 
Federal Bank come out and give us the inside scoop on AutoPay.  We share where to find senior dis-
counts, the good car mechanics out there and how to enjoy our retirement.  We would love to have 
you join us! Bring your expertise and your questions to share.  Everyone contributes something! 
 

In the last edition of our newsletter I mentioned an upcoming “Wellness” Session. Unfortunately I 
was unable to make that happen.  Thank goodness for determined residents! They were able to 
begin a weekly “$!.#%  4(!4 7!,+ȱ movement class in the Cornerstone.  Please come out and     
support your health and wellness AND your neighbors!   
 

The key to successful exercise is modifying the moves to meet your level of ability, NOT struggling to 
meet the trainers level! If that means sitting on a chair or holding onto one, sitting out for a minute 
or two during the exercise, then  DO IT!  Congratulate yourself for getting up, out and moving!   
 

If anyone is interested in learning more about different mental, physical or spiritual ways to improve 
their life please let me know.  I would be happy to coordinate sharing that information.    
 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ "ÉÎÇÏ ÅÖÅÒÙ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÁÔ ÂÏÔÈ "ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ &ÌÁÇȢ #ÏÍÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎȦ 

Petra Honors Our Lady Veterans  
 

Beatrice Snyder married young. After the attack on Pearle Harbor, she was           
compelled to join the Navy to do her part. She was sent to Bethesda, MD for her 
training and later stationed at the Naval Hospital in Philly. Bea has fond memories of 
hanging at the canteen after boot camp, having the MP's smell your breath for alcohol 
after a night out and walking up the stairs to the 8th floor where she shared a room with the other 
nurses.  Most of all she liked how the service made her do things she never thought she could do. She 
learned more about herself and became stronger than she ever thought she could.  Bea became    
pregnant while visiting home on furlough.  She later miscarried and was unable to return to the      
Service.  Beatrice was recently accepted into the Southeast Veterans Center in Spring City.   Since 
her entrance there she has been treated like royalty.  She is very excited to be back in a military type 
of environment, to enjoy the canteen and to tell her stories of WWII.  Feel free to stop by and visit or 
give her a call! 
 

Wilma Ellis grew up in the Rochester, NY area.  After graduating from business school in 1952      
Wilma  joined the  Air Force together with a group of girlfriends.  Wilma's father was furious.  She left 
for San Antonia, TX to do her basic training. Wilma had aspirations to be a Control Tower Operator 
and attended school for it in Biloxi, MS.  She said the guys in her class cheated to help her pass the  
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LIFE INSURANCE and BURIAL ACCOUNTS 
Housing Coordinator News ÂÙ .ÁÔÁÌÉÅ #ÏÒÌÉÓÓ 
 

HUD requires you to disclose the CASH surrender VALUE of your whole-life           
insurance policy.   HUD is not asking you to cash it in; only to disclose, in writing, 
that if you would cash it in, what cash would you receive.   %ØÁÍÐÌÅȡ  Á Ευωȟτττ ÐÏÌÉȤ

ÃÙ ÍÁÙ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÁÓÈ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ΕχτττȢ  (5$ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÁÓÓÅÔ ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÁÐØȢ ΕυȢότȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ Ευωȟτττ ÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ ΕχȟτττȦȦ ɉΕχȟτττ Ø  (5$ ÐÁÓÓÂÏÏË ÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ ȢτϊϻɊ   Some policies come with a nifty chart of what the 
cash value is.  Others will send you a letter telling the cash value as of (date).   If it is a term policy, 
there is no cash value.   But whatever type of policy you have, we need your information in 
writing from the insurance company at your Annual Recertification.  It matters not if the policy 
is for your grandchildren, as long as you control it, you must disclose it.   
 

Some tenants have a burial account and if the funeral home controls the account, we simply need 
something proving that, then nothing is counted.  But some tenants have a bank account, in their 
name, that they call their "burial account".  The key factor is if you control the account, meaning you 
can cash it in at any time, then HUD wants us to count it.   The monthly premiums you pay for your 
life insurance policy are not a medical expense; only health insurance policies count as a medical   
allowance.  Beware:  If you are a SSI recipient and have a cash-value policy that exceeds what SS     
allows in assets, your SSI benefits may be affected.  Check with the local SS office for details.  

SteelTown Village Receives Final Land Development Approval 

Petra is pleased to announce that final land development 
approval has been received from the Phoenixville Borough 
Council for the development of SteelTown Village (STV).  
On Wednesday, March 15th at the regular Borough     
Council meeting, rescheduled from the previous night due 
to Stella, the Council voted in support of STV.    
 

STV is a 48 unit development providing affordable housing 
for individuals and veterans with disabilities, elderly and 
workforce families.  The 1, 2 and 3 bedroom units will be constructed as 3 story walk ups over flats.  
All the accessible units will be on the ground level and all units will have private entrances.  Addi-
tionally, the development will have a community room and a fenced out-door play area.  Ground-
breaking is expected to occur this Spring after the remaining governmental approvals are received. 
Interested individuals and families can visit www.steeltownvillage.com to get on the STV interest list.   
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course!  She was then stationed Shreveport, LA where she met a veteran from Pennsylvania and    

married him. Wilma really enjoyed the traveling but she said the military atmosphere was not so 

good.  At times the men were pretty obnoxious and there were not many opportunities for her.   

Eventually her husband got a stripe while Wilma did not.  She said that was a big disappoint-

ment.   Wilma became pregnant and was offered to stay on as a typist.  At that time she said she did 

not want to stay in the service.  Wilma felt it was a very challenging career for a woman even today.   
 

Thank you ladies for your service to our country!  


