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Merry Christmas
The Board and Staff of Petra Community Housing would like to wish all our
residents the very Merriest Christmas and a Happy New Year. To allow our
staff to celebrate the holidays with their families the office will be closed on
Friday, December 23rd, Monday, December 26th, and Friday December 30th.

Mainliners Concert
On Saturday, December 3rd, a group of
12 residents and staff rode the Petra
bus to a Mainliners’ Christmas Concert.
Thanks to the generosity of Dave
Adams, the group enjoyed a wonderful
outing of music and fellowship. The
Mainliners are talented a cappella
Petra Bus Driver Ed Shaffer
along with Irma Dacciaro
singers who were joined by the lovely
ladies of the Red Rose
(a division of Sweet Adelines). Following
the concert the group headed to the
Collegeville Diner for a delicious meal. On
the way home the festive group viewed
beautiful homes displaying holiday
Flag Residents, June Grimley,
lights and decorations.
and Dot Fryer

Shirley Smith from Flag House &
Friend, Peggy Walters

Rebeca Romain
Freedom House Resident

Important Warning About
Your Scan Card!
For security reasons, Please
DO NOT put your name or
address on your scan card.
We do not want any cards
falling into the wrong hands.
If you lose or misplace your
card, contact the Main Office
immediately. The unique
number on each card allows
the card to be turned off and
then become unusable. A
new card will be issued to
you. If
you have
any
questions
please
contact
the Main
Office or the Maintenance
Office.

Kambic’s Korner

Steven Kambic, Executive Director
Successful Fire Drills
On December 1, 2016, Petra conducted the second announced fire drill at
all three buildings. We are pleased to announce that the drill was a huge
success. Residents followed the protocol and exited the buildings quickly and orderly. Those
who were unable to maneuver steps followed instructions and waited in the stair towers until the
all clear signal was given. Freedom led the way with 100% of its residents accounted for, Bard
was a close second with 98% and Flag was at 95%. Of course in the event of a real fire we need
to account for 100% of our residents.
Two planned and one unplanned fire drills are conducted annually to insure your safety in the
event of an actual fire. The next fire alarm will be unannounced. Therefore, if the alarms goes
off, please respond as if it were a real fire because you will not know if it is
or not. From time to time residents accidently set off the fire alarm. If that
happens, we expect all residents to exit the building in accordance with
Petra procedures. Failure to do so without a valid reason, will result in a
lease violation. The good news is if an alarm accidently goes off, it will
count as the unplanned fire drill we have each year. If you have any questions about what you should do, or where you should go in the event of a Fire (drill) please see
Beverly Sarduy or Mary Chenco in the Petra Office.

A Christmas Gift Idea
Who doesn’t like to receive a
gift card? Consider giving
Giant Cash for Causes cards
to those on your Christmas list
and supporting Petra at the same time. Five
percent of all cards purchased go to support
“Petra on the Go.” Currently we have denominations of $25, $50 and $100. Gift
card envelopes are available.
Please see Beverly at Flag, Ken at
Freedom or Natalie in the Main
Office to purchase cards.

The king is coming Back!
Petra is pleased to announce the 6th
Annual Family & Friends Day is
scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 30, 2017.
Back by popular
demand is Elvis! Be
sure to mark your
calendar and watch
for details.

Bev’s Bulletin

By: Beverly Sarduy, Resident Service Coordinator

A Tidbit to Tame your Monthly Money Messes!
Wouldn't it be nice if you never had to pay another bill? Well, at least never
have to write another check, buy another stamp? Think of the savings! No buying checks or
money orders. No more expensive stamps, not to mention the time, energy and gas needed to do
all those errands. No more worries about how legible your handwriting is, or remembering the
amounts... Are you curious how? Electronic Banking! Whether it's online banking, auto pay, direct
deposit- there are many varieties but they all do the same thing, bank without the hassle. It's been
around for years and has proven to be effective and secure. And it's easier than you think! A few phone calls or computer click away and your
debts are paid without the headaches or hand cramps! Once it's set up,
each month your banking institute will send out prearranged payments on
the date you choose, just in time. No more late fees or rushing to the mailbox. If this sounds like something that might be helpful or make your life
easier, contact your bank, Beverly, your Service Coordinator or come
to our Senior Workshop in January to learn more!

Fall 11.11.11 Picnic
On November 11, at 11 a.m. the Petra Staff hosted a fall
picnic for residents of Bard, Flag and Freedom. Over 40
residents gathered in the community room at Freedom
House and enjoyed fire grilled hamburgers, hotdogs and
chips. Staff contributed pasta salad, baked beans, and
dessert. Everyone enjoyed a great meal and a fun time
of games and conversation. The meat and chips were
donated by the SpringFord School
District at the
suggestion of Joe Ciresi
after their event was
rained out. Thanks Joe
for thinking about us!

Crafts at Bard
Each month the residents at the Bard Complex
gather for a time of crafts led by resident, Mary
Lou Stepsie. Crafts include Christmas
Decorations and adult coloring. Crafts are open
to all. Come and join the fun!

Housing Coordinator News!

By Natalie Corliss

Do you have an RMD?? That's lingo for a Required Minimum Distribution from your
IRA or retirement account. If so, and you begin to get periodic payments, this changes
your income and assets. We must include the RMD as part of your annual income.
The funds remaining in that (retirement) account are then no longer counted as an
asset! What's a periodic payment? Those are monies that you regularly receive. It's
the frequency, not the amount that matters here. RMDs count if you get them monthly or quarterly or
even once a year!
If you have an asset account and you take out $2,000, for example, (non-RMD) to pay bills, we don't
count that as income. But if you withdrew it as a gift to someone, it must be reported on the annual
Divestiture of Asset Certification Form that you sign each year at re-certification. Then we must count it
for two years as though it were still an asset in your account.
These are HUD's rules and residents must comply with them. HUD considers failure to fully report
income and assets as fraud which could result in repayment or eviction. Be sure to disclose your
income and your assets correctly! And remember to report any changes in income or medical expenses
as it could change your rent.

Fixing the Void
Christmas Light Tour
Every family has Christmas Traditions that
live on in our hearts. One of my all time
favorites was our annual Christmas Light
Ride.!

Once the holidays are over
and a chill fills the air, we
hunker down for the long
winter. Now what? Sit and watch reruns
while we wonder what life is about? Look in

Every Christmas we would all pile in the car
and travel around the neighborhood looking
for the best Christmas Lights ever!

the mirror and count wrinkles? More of the

We at Petra began our own Christmas Light
tradition a couple years ago and will continue
to enjoy the sights of the season on
Thursday December 29th
from 5-8pm. Sign up by
the mailboxes to join the
fun and bring your travel
mug! Rumor has it the bus
will be stocked with some
rich hot chocolate to
complete the night.

session to explore ways to find strength,

same old thing each year?
This winter we will be hosting a 6 week
peace of mind, learn about healthier habits
and make new friends. We will learn how
strengthening our bodies improves our mind,
how changing our perception changes our
lives, how the food we eat shapes our moods
and how we can attract more good into our
lives. Plan on committing to 6 easy weeks as
your gift to you! Watch for upcoming
announcements!

